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is overwhelmed, by my charge against the Indian Govern-
ment about over-assessments of lands. I hear that the
India Office here is quite upset, and is looking up figures
and documents. I will give them no rest, but will prove
the charge to the hilt."

II

In July 1900 Romesh Dutt published his book entitled
Famines in India. The book began with a brief history of
famines in India from 1770 to the end of the nineteenth
century and contained five "open letters" to Lord Curzon
dealing with land assessments in the Central Provinces,
Madras, Bombay, Bengal and Northern India. In the
Preface to thisi publication he summed up the suggestions
he had made as follows:

"The suggestions I have made in the following pages
are, I believe, moderate and practicable, and do not con-
template any change in the different land systems which
prevail in the different provinces of India. For the sake
of convenience I will sum them up below:

"(a) Where the State receives land revenue through
landlords and the revenue i& not permanently settled, we
ask that the "Saharanpur Rules" Hmiting State demand to
one-half the rental may be universally applied.

"(b) Where the State receives land revenue direct
from cultivators, we ask that the rate may not exceed one-
fifth the gross produce of the soil in any case, and that the
average of a district, including dry lands and wet lands, be
limited to one-tenth of the gross produce, which is appro-
ximately the revenue in Northern India.

"(c) Where the State receives land revenue direct
from cultivators, we asfc that the rule laid down by Lord
Ripon, of permitting no enhancements at recurring settle-